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Arash kamangir
In the distant past, the great and civilized country

of Iran had people who were full of wisdom and
endeavor. The Iranian people lived together in peace
and happiness. women,men,girls and boys were kind
and affectionate to each other, like one big and close

—— family.
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In the north-eastern regions neighboring Iran, the
people lived as nomads,moving from camp to camp,and
they were called turanians.The king of Turanians was

called Afrasiab.
Afrasiab called up a great army and ordered it to make

a surprise attack on the Iranians.
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Fear enveloped the whole of Iran.Manuchehr,king of
kings of Iran summoned all of the wise men, heroes
and soldiers of Iran in defense of Iran and consulted
them about a way of preventing the Turanian attack.
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The armies of the enemy reached the border towns and
burned the houses and wheat fields, and killed many of
the defenseless people.

Each time they reached a hamlet,or village
or town they turned it into a scene of destruction.
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All the courageous leaders of Iran including
Garshasp, Gharen, Arash and Sam-e Nariman h
made a pact with eachother todefend Iran and its
people with their lives.
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with the Turanian invasion of the land of Iran,a
harsh and fearful war was started. The courageous
Iranians waged war with great vigor and bravery
astonishing the Turanians.

However, as the Iranian army did not have the readiness
necessary for this dishonorable attack it was forced to retreat

to the city of Amol.
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Several of the heroes of Iran were wounded and a
number also lost their lives in defense of their country.

The officers gave hope to the soldiers that victory
would be certain for Iran.
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However the Turanians were victorious and rejoiced in
their triumph. The Turanians now demanded a condition
of peace from the Iranians because they wanted to extend
their kingdom into Iran.This condition was to determine the
new boundary between thelr countries by firing an arrow.

With this cunning plan Afrasiab wanted to occupy a large
part of Iranian territory, because he knew that the distance
an arrow could be shot was not too great.

The Iranians were full of sorrow, because not only had
they been defeated at the hands of Turanians but by
accepting peace they now had to comply with the
Turanian demand.

Manuchehr and the other leaders of Iran knew that
no archer was strong enough to shoot an arrow that
would cover the great distance that the army had
retreated to.They were very sad because they did not

want the kingdom of Iran to be reduced and the
enemy to rule over the land and its people.
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Manuchehr gathered all the heroes of Iran and
asked them to choose a man who would shoot the
arrow which would determine the new boundary
of Iran but none of the heroes were prepared to
come forward. Everyone knew that they did not
have the ability to shoot an arrow so far.

Suddenly, one man amongst the crowd who had
gathered around, stood up and shouted Me! Arash!
| agree to shoot the arrow.”

Arash continued with great emotion,
"I am ready to fire this shot with all the strength that | have.

| am ready to give my life to defend Iran and the Iranians !"

Arash, in the middle of the astonished looks of the
Iranians and Turanians, went in the direction of the
Alborz Mountains.A gentle breeze caressed him and
encouraged him to the top
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Arash then filled his chest
with clean air and brimming with hope went on his
knees in front of God and asked for his assistance

saying,'O God of Wisdom | have faith in the way that |
have chosen. | am ready to sacrifice my life for the
freedom of Iran and the Iranians. | ask you to support
me in this difficult task. Arash then took a handful of the
earth of Iran in his fist and with all his strength smelled
it and said ,'O jewel spangled earth, | know that for your
freedom and the freedom of all Iranians | will be giving up
my life, but | am not afraid because your glory is my wish
and my guide is God Almighty!, '
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Then Arash took his bow in hand and with a heart full
of faith and hope put the arrow in the notch and drew the
bow.
The breath caught in his chest and in those of thelranian
and Turanian warriors watching . Every moment he
stretched the bow, Arash’s face became more wonderful
and his body became harder and harder.
suddenly Arash proclaimed the name of God and let loose
the arrow from his bow and fell dead to the ground.

Arash had put his whole soul into this deed and all of

his strength had gone into firing the arrow. His glorious
soul had witnessed this victory from the heights of the
land of Iran. The arrow had reached the river Jeyhun,

and the borders of Iran and Turan remained the same

as in the past. The Turanians were forced to concede

this shameful defeat and the Iranians celebrated their
victory. They named that celebration Tiregan and every
year to this day they celebrate that dey in memory of Arash.
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