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«It was the Behistun inscription that allowed Western scholars to decipher
the cuneiform systems. In this inscription, there were 3 similar texts in 3
languages: Old Persian, Elamite and Babylonian. Old Persian was the
first system to be deciphered in the 1840's, partly thanks to
existing knowledge of Pahlavi, which was a Ilater Persian
language.
The next system to be translated, even if only in part, was the Elamite text,
also in the 1840's. The Babylonian part of the Behistun was the last to be
translated, and came by the efforts of scholars in different European
countries».
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The task of deciphering the Persian cuneiform was made easier by
existing knowledge of Pahlavi, a later Persian language.
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The decipherment itself took well-nigh half a century, and would probably
have been impossible altogheter had It not been for two scholars who
made significant if unwitting contributions to the process by publlishing
studies which, though not concerned at all with the Persepolis cuneiform
inscriptions, proved to be a fundamental aid to to the decipherers. One of
the scholars was the Frenchman A. H. Anquetil-Duperron, who spent much
time in India collecting manuscripts of the Avesta, the sacred book of
Zoroastrianism, and learning how to read and interpret Old Persian, the
language which it was written. His relevant publications appeared in 1768
and 1771, and gave those attempting to decipher the Persepolis cuneiform
inscriptions some idea of Old Persian, which proved most useful for the
decipherment of Class I of the trilinguals once it had been postulated-
because of its prominent position in the inscription that it was Old Persian.
The other scholar was A. I. Silvestre de Sacy, who in 1793 published a
translation of the Pahlavi inscriptions found in the environs of
Persepolis, which although dating centuries later than the
Persepolis cuneiform inscriptions revealed a more or Iless
steretotyped pattern that might be assumed to underlie the earlier
monuments as well.
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The decipherment of Sumerian actually came about through the

decipherment of Semitic Akkadian, known in earlier days at Assyrian or

Babylonian, which, like Sumerian, is written in cuneiform script. And for

Akkadian in turn, the key was found in Old Persian, an Indo-European

tongue spoken by the Persians and Medes who ruled Iran during much of
the first millennium B.C.
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3) Ruby, Jill, "The Behistun Inscription and the Decipherment of Akkadian",
Bulletin of the Canadian Society for Mesopotamian Studies (ISSN 0844-
3416), 1996, p. 15-16:

Our story begins with modern European’s first contacts with the Near East
and cuneiform texts, which led to interest in the unusual writing system.
This, in turn, made possible the decipherment of the Old Persian language,
which ultimately provided the key by which the Akkadian language was

deciphered. Of particular interest here is the Behistun inscription, a lengthy



text written in three ancient languages: Old Persian, Elamite, and Akkadian.
This text was to play an important role in the decipherment of each of
these languages.

In 1802, a German Scholar, Georg Friedrich Grotefend, was to have the
major success in reading cuneiform insciptions. Grotefend was not an
Orientalist, but was said to have had a natural aptitude for solving puzzles.
He built upon the observation of others, making use of his predecessors
studies of the Old Persian script. He was aided by new studies of other
Iranian dialects related to Old Persian, chiefly Avestan and
Pahlavi. Through comparison with these dialects, he was able to suggest
an approximate pronunciation for Old Persian words.
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sborink statej, Akademiku V.V struve, Akadamiia nauk S.S.S.R Moskova, pp.
250-262.

vav.-Rennjaja istorija iranskix plemen perednej azii, Akademiia Nauk S.S.S.R
Moskova, p.395
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