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Figure of the two
circles ay the hegin-
ning: let the small
one move toward
the right of the ob-
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3. Geschichte der Zahlentheorie im Orient im Mittelalter und zu Beginn der Neuzeit unter besomderer
Berlicksichtigung persicher Mathematiker (History of number theory in the East in the Middle Ages and the
early modern period with special emphasis on Persian mathematicians).
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3. imperfectly amicable numbers
4. Thomas Taylor (1758- 1835).

5. Number Treasury, p. 66.
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13. Kenney, Margaret J.; Bezuszka, Stanley J.: Number Treasury, 3rd edition,
Singapore, World Scientific Publishing Co. Pte. Ltd., 2015.
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Abstracts of Persian Articles

The Roots of Code-Breaking in the Islamic
World and al-KindT’s Innovations in this Field

Reza Kiani-Movahhed

This paper gives an account of coding and decoding messages and
provides definitions of relevant technical terms. Different types of
coding are mentioned and the appearance of coding techniques in the
Islamic civilization is described. Then the achievements of al-Kindi
(799-869 CE) the polymath Arab scholar in this field is explained. The
paper ends with an account of the works by al-Kind1’s successors, which
preceded the works of Fermat (1607-1665 CE) and Pascal (1623-1662
CE) who were the pioneers of code-breaking in Europe.

Translations of Arabic and Persian Scientific Texts
into Sanskrit

Maryam Zamani

It is well known that the Islamic period mathematics and astronomy
was influenced by the Indian traditions, before the translation of Greek
works into Arabic. In a later stage, a reverse process appeared and
some Arabic and Persian scientific texts were translated into Sanskrit.
This paper mentions nine mathematical and astronomical treatises
which were translated into Sanskrit and provides information about
their extant Sanskrit manuscripts and relevant publications. Some of
these works were already translated from Greek into Arabic and/or
Persian, directly or indirectly, such as Euclid’s Elements and Ptolemy’s
Almagest. Others were original works composed by authors from the
Islamic civilization. Deviations of the Sanskrit versions from the original
versions are also surveyed.



An English editorial note with a list of contents and abstracts of
Persian original papers in English are included in each issue (at the
end of the pdf file) and those interested in more information may
contact us by the e-mail address mentioned in the journal.

Mohammad Bagheri
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Editorial

Having published 12 issues of the Persian journal Miras-e Elmi,
during 6 years, it is now time to look back and to evaluate the

achievements of the journal.

As we have declared in Editorial Note of the first issue, Miras-e
Flmi is addressed to a relatively wider group of readers compared
to the specialized journals in the field of history of science.
Therefore our goal has been to introduce the findings of historians
of science in an expository framework to all readers who can be
among academics of different fields, university students, teachers,

and brilliant high school students.

We have published original papers as well as translations
(mainly from English) of papers which we found informative and
good examples to follow from methodological point of view. We
have also focused on general reports on the works done on the
history of science in Iran in the context of the Islamic civilization
(e.g, the Persian translation of historiographical works on the
history of mathematics and astronomy by J. L. Berggren and David
A. King, respectively).

On the whole, we have received an encouraging feedback which
motivates us to continue in spite of difficulties which slow down

our work.

We wished to publish materials relating to the history of
different branches of science, but we have actually allocated more
space to the history of mathematics and astronomy. The main

reason was shortage of reliable works in other fields.

We invite the historians of all fields of science, especially life
sciences, to send their works to us in order to provide their Persian

versions to our readers.
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